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found that children dream more about unfinished activities than
about those they have completed.
Dream Symbolism
Often dream symbolism can be interpreted with the dreamer's
help. LAURANGE F, SHAFFER gives an example:
"I seem to be standing on a street in W------, near the princi-
pal corner, with a group of unidentified people. In the group
are one or two familiar young women, and I am trying to speak
to them without interrupting the others. One of the young
women leaves the group. I identify her now as Peg G------and
follow her running. As I am nearing the corner, a cut-down Ford
comes around the turn, loaded with young people from P------.
Following the Ford are two street cars, also loaded with merry-
makers. Then an ox-cart, drawn by five oxen, crowds between
the cars, obstructing my passage. At the risk of being run down,
I push past the ox-cart and try to overtake Peg, who is well down
the street by this time.33
Interpreting, Shaffer goes on to say:
"This dream is silly and meaningless to the dreamer and unin-
telligible to the psychologist, until by questioning, the background
is ascertained. A crucial point is the identity of Peg G------. The
subject remembers her as a girl whom he once invited to a col-
lege dance. He and Peg quarreled throughout this social func-
tion, and thereafter regarded each other with mutual dislike.
Recently the student had heard that Peg was studying painting
in New York. The student has recently been escorting another
girl who was also an art student. The progress of this relation-
ship has been unsatisfactory, the student feeling that he lacks the
sophistication and social graces of this girl's other companions. In
his own words, he is too 'slow' for her. The meaning of the